September 1, 1959 



Mr. R.H.M.Dolley 
The British Museum 
Department of Coins and Medals 
London W.C.l, England 

Dear Michael* 

When I finally arrived in Stockholm this summer you had 
left but I was advised that you acquired some coins 
from Hirsch & Company. When I left Stockholm I picked 
up an English paper and read all about you with respect 
to the workman who received the proceeds of finding one 
of the coin hoards. 

The amount of writing you have done and the complete 
details of your research has not only been stimulating 
to me but to many, many others. I hope that the British 
Museum appreciates you. 

When I was in Stockholm they were raising off the harbor 
bottom the good ship VASA which, apparently, was sunk 
in 1628 and this ought to be one of the exciting finds 
in many years. I am glad it was found by a historian 
who also likes skin diving. 

Would you be kind enough to do me a service in connection 
with the article I wrote for the British Numismatic Journal. 

I would like to have the plates which I sent returned to 
me and would also like to have at least 15 additional 
copies of either the Journal or those pages of the Journal 
containing my article. Would it be possible for you 
to arrange for that? 

Evelyn and I had an exciting trip to Russia and, naturally, 

I visited a few of the coin collections behind the Curtain. 

The Museum, at Prague, had a superb collection of early 
Celtic and the museum at Tblisi had some wonderful Middle- 
Eastern pieces. I did n ot get to see the collection at the 
Hermitage and wonder whether the coin collectionwhich was 
once in Berlin has been returned or is still in the Hermitage. 

I am very anxious to obtain the book by Robert Chalmers, 
"History of the Currency in the British Colonies" (England, 
1893) and if you ever hear of a copy please let me know. 

Evelyn joins me in sending you and your wife our very 
best greetings. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


U00 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri, U.S.A. 


February 16, I960 


Mr.R.H.M .Dolley 

Department of Coins and Medals 

The British Museum 

London W.C.l, England 

Dear Michael: 

It was with the greatest pleasure that I read 
that you were voted the Sanford Saltus medal 
which you so well deserved. Your contributions 
to numismatics have been an example of enthus- 
iasm, diligence and scholarline ss . 

I want to join your many friends in selecting 
you and only wish I could be present on April 
26 when the formal award is made. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E 'N/atb 






April 28,1960 


Mr, Michael Dolley 
Tept.of Coins and Medals 
British Museum 
London, England. 

Dear Michael: 


I just learned that the long- 
awaited book on English copper has now been 
completed and published by Mr. Peck with the 
cooperation of your staff and I would appreciate 
it if a copy would be sent to me with an 
appropriate statement. 

A friend of mine who is a sincere 
numismatist and a well known numismatic author 
is coming to Englaiid in a few weeks and I think 
you will enjoy meeting him. His name is George 
Fuld and he is a professor of Food Technology 
among other things .He has a superb numismatic 
library and collects a number of English-American 
items. He will contact you. 

My wife and I are planning to go 
to Ghana, Nigeria, Union of Soufch Africa, and 
come back by a river trip down the Congo River. 

We will come through Londbn on the way home • 

I hope to see you and your wife then and in the 
meanwhile keep up the good work . 

Kindest personal regards. 


Eric P. Newman 

U00 Washington Ave . , 

St. Louis 2 Mo. 

U • S * A . 




- 


September 29, I960 


Nr. R.H.M.Dolley 
The British Museum 
Department of Coins and Medals 
London V.C. 1, England 

Dear Michael: 


I was so sorry I missed you when I was in England. I was 
able to see Mr. Peck, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Thompson, in Oxford, 
e to. 

Of all the people to Bit next to on the return from England 
was Thomas Cronin, butler to Princess Margaret and Armstrong- 

Jones. We talked nothing but Royal gossip for the entire 

trip. I can certainly understand why this gentleman was 

eased out of England, 

Mr. Fred Pridmore is helping me with some investigation on 
the origin and use of the words "black dog" and I was wonder- 
ing if you could locate a reference which I am unable to 

locate in America because we lack the books. In "The Social 

in the Reign of Queen Anne", by John Ashton, page Ul7, 
of the 1697 edition, the following quotation is inserted: 

"The art of making black dogs, which are shillings, 
o:* other pieces of money made only of pewter double Wash'd 
what the professors of this hellish art call George Plateroon 
ia all copper within, with only a thin plate about it and 
what they call compositum is a mix'd metal which will both 
touoh and cut but do not endure the fiery test." 

The source of this quotation is not given although the pro- 
ceeding quotation is from Francis Max Misson "Remembxrances 
and Observations made in a Voyage in England" and the follow- 
ing quotation is from Narcissus Luttrell's diary entitled 
A Br^ef Historical Relation of State Affairs" published in 
Oxford, in 1857. I have examined Luttrell and I do not 
believe this type of quotation is in it. It is more likely 
that the quotation is taken from Misson which is more or less 
an encyclopedia of activities in London. Misson was first 
published in the Hague, in 1698, in French, and was subsequently 
w ran slated into English by J. Ozell and published in 1719. 

The quotation is, no doubt, under the heading of "crime" 
or something of that sort. 


would like to find the source of this quotation as well as 
the exact text, of it, in French. I presume that 
Museum Library will have both the English edition 
as the edition in French. If you could find this 
would be very grateful. If you cannot find it for me per- 
haps Mr .Roy N .P. Hawkins, 55, Bingham Road, Addiscombe, Surrey, 
England would be willing to do so. ’ 


the Britiwh 
as well 
for me I 


I am trying to determine 
came from Scotch billon 


whether the expression "black dog" 
money or from French billon money. 


My vr ry kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/a tb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


BRITISH MUSEUM. 
LONDON. W.C.I. 


Department of Coins and Medals. 

Your ref: EPN/atb 

Our ref: CL:/D. 31st October, I960. 


Ur. Eric F. Newman, 

400, Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U. S. A. 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you very much for your letter. I am afraid that 
v/e still have not located the origin of Ashton’s quotation. 
We are rather short-staffed just at present Mr. Copinger 
having left at rather short notice and poor Mrs. Martin is 
having to do his work as well as her own. However, I have 
now found out that there is the Ozell edition in English of 
Mis son in our library and I hope to get it up in the next 
few days. I think that you ought to have a look at the 
British Numismatic Journal for 1953, Vol.XXVII, part i, 
p.84 in respect of black dogs. I cannot believe that the 
Scots coins of the sixteenth century v/e re still circulating 
as late as the end of the eighteenth but of course hoard 
evidence could be decisive here. I suppose you have tried 
the local museums to find out whether they have any holdings 
of Scots coins? 

I am off to Ireland next week for ten days - research 
not pleasure - and will write again as soon as I get back. 


Yours sincerely. 


November 10, 1966 




Mr. Michael Dolley 
1*60 Ravenhill Road 
Belfast 6 

Co. Antrim, Ireland 
Dear Michael* 

Seeing you this summer at the time of all the 
excitement in Belfast was quite stimulating to say the 
least. I enjoyed being with you and I hope I see you this 
coming summer in Copenhagen at the International Numis- 
matic Congress. 

I am glad the Carson matter worked out and I delivered 
the message which you suggested when we were together. 

As to Bungtown, I already have the explanation 
worked out. It took twenty years of research and I am writ- 
ing it up as part of a study of counterfeit halfpence made 
in America. I checked my findings with Eric Partridge, the 
English "expert" on slang and he agrees. It is not "Brum 
town" or "Bonn donn" or anything subtle. It is Just plain 
vulgar. Bung meant the anus in the slang of eighteenth 
century America and Bungtown means "ass-hole town". So 
instead of you asking me to keep your idea secret I will 
have to ask you to keep mine that way. I can prove my 
point and if you want to read the gravediggers scene from 
Hamlet and find the passage using the word, bunghole, you 
will see that the entire episode takes on new meaning) 
that flatus and feces are referred to instead of all the 
classical niceties. There is also the use of bung in 
Henry IV Part II with the same meaning. These interpre- 
tations have not been disclosed and that will be fun 
for me. 


When I write this all up it will be the crudest 
and most vulgar writing in numismatics. 

My wife joins in sending you both our best. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
P.O.Box 11*020 
St .Loui8,Miss ouri 63178 
D.S.A. 


5 * xi * 66 


lily dear Newman, 

Has anybody ever dreamed up an explanation of the name 
•Bungtown* which I believe is given to a group of late 18th. 
century American copper coins associated with (?) Pennsylvania. 
Working on something else - the hitherto unremarked Anglo-Irish 
word "Bungall* - I suddenly had an idea which provide an 
etymology. What I would need for my idea to get off the 
ground is for the coins in question to be associated with an 
area of America where there was Irish or Scots Irish immigration 
at a fairly early date. Briefly my hypothesis is that "Bungtown* 
is an anglicization of modern Irish * bonn donn * which would be 
pronounced not all that differently from * Bungt own" . What are 
your views - probably I ’m just barking up a wrong tree and if 
go please stop me at once. Bonn donn by the way would be 
"a brown coin* which would of course cover a copper halfpenny 
quite nicely. If, too, the idea was sound, I would be very 

baPPy I JOy8Sf|£iife e tRi$i r il°aft^tAfEjiiftnti£^rifiJ|: e sti 0 n perhaps 
you could let me have a list of the American references I should 
quote and if you could spare a photostat of anything terribly 
critical I would be most gratefjil. I am terribly remote from 
books and libraries here - though don’t think I am complaining. 
Since we met in London, Q.U.B. has paid for me to make another 
long trip to England, and also made a most generous grant to a 
volume of essays to which I am contributing. I won’t get away 
at Christmas, but at Easter I am having another trip to London, 
and in the summer another trip to Scandinavia. As you know, 
however, BM doesn’t exactly take American coins - or modern coins / 
- very seriously, and even if I get there it isn’t always easy 
to find U.S. books or coins. So any photostat material would 
be most appreciated - but only if you think that *Bungtown* is 
not solved already and would profit by this approach. 

It is good that I feel that I can send you a letter of 
this kind, knowing (a) that you won’t laugh me to scorn if I 
should be putting up a silly idea, and (b) that if I have got 
8 n idea it won’t be stolen. 

I was delighted to hear that Carson is to go to A.N.S. in 
near future - A.N.S. has gained in stature by reversing a very 
silly •ban*. It is backing, too, a "winning-horse*. There are 
some very interesting moves afoot in England, and already I • 
think we can think in terms of a Pippin and of a Childeric III, 
with Carson as the Pippin. 

Please excuse my not writing more - I am terribly busy as 
every sixth term I have to teach ttoee courses instead of just 
one. I do want you to know though how glad I war that you looked 
me up in Belfast this summer. Do come again. Perhaps, too, we will 
then have got the alterations to the house done and will be able to 
put you and your wife up for a few days. 

Yours very sincerely, 


